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The HEAL Collective is grounded in the critical need for safety and well-being while
broadening the health equity framework to include economic, civic, political,
environmental, and other social and political determinants of health for girls. The World
Health Organization (WHO) defines health equity as the absence of unfair, avoidable, or
remediable differences among groups of people, whether defined socially,
economically, demographically, or geographically. Viewing health equity through the
lens of justice means recognizing that systemic disparities in well-being are not
accidental. They are the result of historical and ongoing policy decisions. It moves the
conversation from simply providing "equal access" to fixing structural inequalities,
ensuring that all communities have the power and resources needed to thrive. The
following references are provided to provide additional information on health equity.

US Department of Health and Human Services

Social determinants of health (SDOH) are the conditions in the environments where
people are born, live, learn, work, play, worship, and age that affect a wide range of
health, functioning, and quality-of-life outcomes and risks. SDOH can be grouped into 5
domains: Economic stability, Education Access and Quality, Health Care Access and
Quality, Built Environment, Social and Community Context

https://odphp.health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health

Kaiser Family Foundation

Efforts to improve health in the U.S. have traditionally looked to the health care system
as the key driver of health and health outcomes. However, there has been increased
recognition that improving health and achieving health equity will require broader
approaches that address social, economic, and environmental factors that influence
health. This brief provides an overview of these social determinants of health and
discusses emerging initiatives to address them.

https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/beyond-health-care-the-role-of-
social-determinants-in-promoting-health-and-health-equity/

American Public Health Association

Health inequities arise from systems that create and reinforce barriers preventing
individuals and communities from accessing the conditions needed to reach their full
potential. These inequities are not random; they result from interconnected systems of
power and oppression that shape access to resources, opportunities, and well-being
across generations.

https://www.apha.org/topics-and-issues/health-equity




Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Across the nation, gaps in health are large, persistent and increasing—many of them
caused by barriers set up at all levels of our society. After all, it's hard to be healthy
without access to good jobs and schools and, safe, affordable homes. Health equity
means increasing opportunities for everyone to live the healthiest life possible, no
matter who we are, where we live, or how much money we make.

https://www.rwijf.org/en/our-vision/focus-areas/Features/achieving-health-equity.html

For inquiries on the HEAL Collective, email us at HEAL@justiceandjoynatl.org.





